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Unit 6
 Outline and Objectives: 
Bodies, Bugs, and Bones!
)Knowledge: 
1. Compare cause, manner, & mechanism of death. 
2. Distinguish between the 4 manners of death: natural, suicidal, accidental, and homicidal. 
3. Describe the major duties & necessary training of a forensic pathologist. 
4. Describe how a medical autopsy differs from a forensic autopsy. 
5. Describe the basic process of an autopsy. 
6. Explain what each of the following is and how it can be used to determine the approximate “time of death” (aka the postmortem interval, PMI): 
     a. algor mortis 
     b. livor mortis 
     c. rigor mortis 
     d. potassium levels (vitreous humor) 
     e. stomach contents 
     f. stages of decomposition 
     g. insect activity & succession (entomology) 
7. Describe how various environmental factors may influence the time of death. 
8. Describe the purpose of the “Body Farm” and the types of research performed. 
9. Describe the functions of a forensic anthropologist 
10. Describe how bone is formed. 
11. Explain how anthropologists can use bones to determine the following: 
     a. whether a bone is human or animal 
     b. sex 
     c. age 
     d. race (sometimes) 
     e. estimate height 
     f. previous injuries and disease 

Skills 
1. Observe the signs of decomposition by observing a substance over a several week period. 
2. Use bones to estimate height, race, and sex. 


 (
3. Case Studies:
-John Wayne Gacy
-The Romanovs
-King Tut
-Alfred Packer-1873-1989
-Lexis and Suellen Roberts-‘10
)
Reading: 
1. Bodies/AutopsyTEXT.pdf

Notebook (8 Total)
1. Bone Diagram, 2. Algor Mortis Activity, 3. Rigor 
Mortis, Activity 4. Bone Practice Worksheet, 
5. Time of Death Practice, 6. Bodies and Autopsy
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